: - 200850001-9
Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/01/13 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000
CHICAGO TRIBUNE

\ | oo e T
10 July 1986

Israel denies taking
U.S. technology

By Jonathan Broder
Chicago Tribune

JERUSALEM—lsdraS SWe(Ijlncs-
day strongly rejecte .S. allega-
tio)tlm thatgl it had smuggled U.S.
technology to produce cluster-
ombs, and officials accused the.

.S. Justice Department of con-
ducting a campaign to damage
Israel’s reputatignsand its relations
with the United States.

A statement issued by the De-
fense Ministry called the allega-
tions of Israeli high-tech smuggling
published Tuesday by the U.S.
media “unfounded” and said the
development of Israel’s progucnon
of cluster-bomb shells was “totally
independent” of the United States.

“The Ministry of Defense deter-
mines that the raising of the sub-
ject arouses serious 'ast‘omshmer}t
and may unjustly prejudice Israel’s
reputation and cloud the good re-
lations prevailing betweeg the
United States and Israel,” the

tement said.

StzEl‘ge spokesman added that the
Defense Ministry “takes a grave
view of the fact that this matter
has been published before the facts
have been clarified.” )

Israel’s ambassador to the Unit-
ed States, Meir Rosenne, was sum-
moned to the State Department
Tuesday and told that the Justice
Department had opened a major
investigation into the allegedly ille-
gal transfer of cluster-bomb tech-
nology to Israel.

According to news reports from
Washington, Richard Murphy, as-
sistant secretary of state for Near
Eastern and South Asian affairs,
informed Rosenne that between
three and eight Israeli officials at-
tached to the Defense Ministry’s
arms-purchasing: mission in New
York were expected to be indicted
in the alleged smuggling operation.

A U.S. Customs official was

oted in one report as saying

?l:]at eight Israelis and a dozen

U.S. executives were subpoenaed
in the government probe, and
search warrants were served
against the 12 U.S. companies be-
lieved to have been involved in the

operation.

According to the news re orts,
. the unidentified Israeli officials

who have been implicated do not
have diplomatic immunity,

The United States banned the
sale of cluster-bombs after Israel
reportedly used the devices during
1ts 1982 ‘invasion of Lebanon.

The bomb, used extensively by -

the United States in Vietnam, re-
leases 150 basebal] = size grenades
over a 50-by 200-meter aréa.
Cluster bombs can carry antiper-
sonnel, antitank, incendiary and

chemical payloads, and can be
equipped with timers Or sensors
that turn them into land mines.

The Defense Ministry spokeman
said its arms-purchasing mission
in New York had obtained all the
required export licenses from the
U.S. State Department to buy the
industrial equipment for Israel’s
production of cluster-bombs,
which “started some time ago.”

“All the applications have been
lawfully made and .. NO item,
large or small, relating to this sub-
ject is exported from the United
States to Israel without a lawfy]
permit,” the Defense Ministry
statement said.

“There was no case here of un-
lawful technological export,” the
statement said. “The entire devel-
opment and the related know-how
are original Israeli ones.”

The State Department has de-
clined to comment on the allega-
tions.

“There have been 3 whole rash
of statements and allegations
portraying Israel as a somewhat
mysterious and powerful force
subverting legal procedures in the
United States, and the fact is these
are not true,” said Abba Eban, .
chairman of parliament’s Foreign
Affairs Committee,

The latest allegations against [s-
—same just as the strains_in-

U.S Tsrael; relations wer
1 followin h
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gence analyst, pleaded guijty in
. ael.

The Justice Depanment said last
week that an Israeli Air Force gen-

eral named as an unindicted
€O = conspirator in the Pollard af-
fair stijl may be indicted.

The allegations also follow sever-

Avraham Baram, an Israelj
Army reserve general, is awaiting
trial in New York In connection
with an alleged conspiracy to ille-
gally sell $2.75 billion worth of
American-made weapons to Iran.
Jerusalem has denied any connec-
tion with the alleged plot.

Last December, U, Customs
agents raided factories in Pennsyl-
vana, New Jersey and Connecti-
cut as part of the FBJ’s investiga-
tion into the alleged smuggling to
Israel of plans to manufacture ad-
vanced tank cannon. Israe] has in-
sisted the exports were carried out
with the knowledge and approval
of U.S. authorities,

Eban said he didn’t believe the
lat;st allegations would cause
lasting damage to U.S.-Israeli rela-
tions.
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